Alpes 9 66 
Mexico 10, DF 
Jan. 19, 1973 



Dear Harold, 

Plea3e forgive lousy correspondent that I am of late - 
but I’ve been in the throes of deciding what to do 
about my personal life. It appears my kids will be 
away much longer than a year - it’s not a sabbatical 
at all with me time to pound at the typewriter. Actually, 
it’s an unbelieveable time for me, suddenly I’m a 
childless mother, alone - and the typewriter doesn’t 
in any way compensate. The truth is, what am I doing 
In Mexico? My kids there, me struggling for beans 
here - completely uninspired, unstimulated and absolutely 
dying to find a more satisfactory way to live* And 
what’s more, my son is more or less in the same state* 

So my plans are - to go to Calif, prefererably San 
Francisco, although Jobwise I might have to settle for 
LA for a while - have Mike with me for a while which 
will give us both a certain amount of emotional security, 
define our directions and other things. Susy seems to 
be more content at the moment living witlTber father 
and "unmarried step mother" (which would make a heulva 
title! ) * I’m planning to leave around the middle of 
next month and at the moment besides selling things 
to give me the wherewithal! to go - finishing up some 
of the local business writing I do which is also a 
major reason I’m leaving. I hate It. It pays very 
little. And it takes up too much of my time. 

How I would love to sit and talk a book with you. In 
fact after reading about your idea i decided one of the 
first things I’m going to do when I*m more solvent is 
get a good tape recorder and talk my books to it. I 
find I reason better when I’m talking anyway. I hate to 
admit it, but sometimes I find myself talking to my 
friends and realizing I have only used them to air mfe 
thoughts and draw conclusions, I don’t know how it 
will feel to talk to a tape recorder that won’t answer 
back, but I’m going to try. They really should invent 
one you can havd a conversation with! 

As for the Kaplan matter - I submitted a ms. to Pyramid 
books ( the mag piece) because the president is a friend 
of a friend. The president read it down to the last 
sentence, loved it, passed it on to other editors and 




finally I got it back with their saying they couldn’t give 
me an advance because the publication of the other book 
would eat into the sales no end - and since they have 
made other extensive commitments, they couldn’t risk the 
investment. However, this gives me more evidence when 
I finally get to see my lawyer In L. A. - Edward Mosk 
is his name, did I tell you? I think his brother once 
held a political post in Calif. 

So, at the moment I can’t think Kaplan, drugs, CIA, 
creativity - anyway - I’ve got to accomplish the major 
change first, establish myself and then get going with 
all the volcanic steam that's been building up and 
wants out. This will be the third time I’ve left Mexico ~ 
and this time it might bear fruit. The circumstances are 
very different. But this is all part of "Flshbine's Folly’’ 
which I Just might get to do before Kaplan. 

Hope this year brings you both a lot of happiness and 
fulfillment. 



